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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 10562 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: PARM, USUN, EGEN 

SUB J : MILITARY EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS (MEL) - 
SUBMISSIONS TO UNSYG FOR USE BY EXPERTS' GROUP 

REF: STATE 169345 

PER INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL, EMBOFF JULY 26 DISCUSSED 
WITH VINAY VERMA, DIRECTOR, UN DIVISION, MINISTRY OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, US POSITION ON MEL SUBMISSIONS TO 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR USE BY THE EXPERTS' GROUP. 
ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT APPEAR FAMILIAR WITH THE UNSYG'S 
REPORT IN QUESTION, VERMA DID SAY THAT INDIA SUPPORTED 
EFFORTS TOWARDS ARMS EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS AND THE 
DIVERSION OF SUCH RESOURCES, WITH DUE CONSIDERATION 
OF NATIONAL SECURITY NEEDS, TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

HE ALSO SPOKE COMMEND ABLY OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S REMARKS 
ON ARMS REDUCTIONS. VERMA SAID THAT HE WOULD TAKE 
UP THE QUESTION OF INDIA'S RESPONSE TO THE UNSYG'S 
REQUEST WITH THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. 
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